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SUMMARY
LEAFLET
The Falmouth Neighbourhood Plan is the result of two years’ work by many
volunteers from the community and local organisations, who want to see Falmouth
develop to meet the needs and wishes of its residents, and communities from
surrounding areas, in a way that is environmentally, economically and socially
sustainable.
This is a summary of what has happened during this two-year period, what is
proposed in the draft Plan, and how you can take part in shaping and approving the
final document.
A Neighbourhood Plan is made under the Localism Act 2011, which gives
communities the right to make a Plan on how their town develops – the way that
land is used for housing, business, shops and leisure. It can also protect green spaces
and heritage, and influence the design of new buildings. The Plan is written by the
community, supported by the Town Council and covers the period up to 2030.
Although it is mainly about land-use, ideas for other projects have emerged through
the process, which could be supported financially by new developments and
successful bids for grant funding.
However, we don’t have a completely free hand: The Plan must comply with national
policies, the Cornwall Local Plan, and the Cornwall Site Allocations Development Plan
Document, and must follow a formal procedure to be adopted.

How the Neighbourhood Plan was created….
In late 2014 a Stakeholder Group was set up to steer the way
the Neighbourhood Plan was created.
In 2015 hundreds of local people took
part in a wide-ranging community
engagement period, with two ‘drop-in’
sessions for face-to-face discussion,
presentations to groups, and a large
community survey delivered to every
household and shared online via our
website, Twitter and Facebook accounts.
The results were considered at a
‘visioning’ meeting involving community
representatives, stakeholders and local
councilors. After this community-based
working groups were set up to investigate
and report on housing, economy,
environment and green spaces, and
spatial strategy.
During the rest of 2015 and early 2016
the working groups reviewed the
evidence and produced detailed reports
full of data, ideas and proposals. Later in
2016 the Stakeholder Group used that information to begin
writing the Plan.
Alongside this work, the Stakeholder Group supported
Cornwall Council in making an Article 4 Direction that
provides additional controls over the conversion of dwellings
into ‘Houses in Multiple Occupation’. The Neighbourhood Plan will include new
policies that are vital if the Article 4 Direction is to be effective.
The draft Plan is now complete and
can be seen on our website
www.planforfalmouth.info alongside
the working group reports and other
evidence, including the sustainability
checks that have been carried out as
part of the process. You can also see
copies at Falmouth Library during
normal opening hours.

How we responded: As most of

You said: on Housing….
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A better sense of community
A balanced variety of housing
Affordable housing
Starter homes for young people
Shared ownership housing
Lifetime homes
Smaller homes for older people
More rental accommodation
Self-build opportunities
Purpose-built student
accommodation

the new housing to meet
Falmouth’s needs will be built
adjacent to but outside the
Town Council area, we have
included Policy Proposals' to
show how sustainable
neighbourhoods that relate well to
Falmouth might be created in these
areas. We have also identified
brownfield and infill sites within
Falmouth that might provide
appropriate locations for additional
housing and regeneration, and
highlighted the importance of good
design

How we responded: As
well as supporting Cornwall
Council to make the Article 4
Direction, we have included
policies in the Plan to prevent
more HMOs to the east of the
A39, and limit them to no
more than 5% of housing
elsewhere, subject to tight
controls. There is also a policy
on purpose-built student
accommodation, to ensure
that only appropriately located

….and on Student Accommodation:
• The balance of community and
character of some areas was
being harmed by student
accommodation
• An Article 4 Direction to control
HMOs was needed
• Some purpose-built student
accommodation could help

You said: on the Town Centre…
• Better access to the waterfront with more
open spaces and community facilities
• Improve range of shops
• Improve parking arrangements
• Better links to and through the centre
• Greater control of traffic though the
centre & Improve conditions for
pedestrians

sites with high quality
designs and robust
management
arrangements will be
permitted.

How we responded:

To stimulate new
investment in a greater
range of shops and
services, we have
proposed a strategy to
maintain or increase car

parking and provide additional housing at The Quarry and Territorial Army site;
generating funds for repaving and other environmental improvements in the town
centre; and transforming Church Street car park into a major new public realm and
maritime tourism area.

How we responded:
We have included policies
that support the dredge
• Strong support for further
and encourage new
developing Falmouth’s docks as a
enterprises that add value
centre for maritime engineering
to the maritime, advanced
• Support for dredging the harbour
engineering and energy
• Keeping waterfront locations for seasectors, and their supply
based businesses and maritime
chains. For tourism the
tourism
revival of the Prince of
• More opportunities for small
Wales Pier, enhancement
businesses
of the Moor as a local
• Need for more business services, and
attraction, support for
festivals, and the proposed
more use of local materials, food and
Dracaena Skate Park are
employment skills
included. The Plan also
supports the development
of small workshops and an innovation hub, as well as home-based enterprise
especially where they build on opportunities flowing from the Universities.

…and on the Business and Employment:

How we responded: With an in-

You said on Environment and
depth study to identify the most
Open Space…
important sites and by including
• Protect local green spaces
policies to protect open spaces.
Improvement plans for Pendennis
• More green spaces and
Point and Falmouth’s Seafront are
trees
included, along with proposals for a
• More recreation
Green Corridor and Gardens Walk for
(allotments, playing
local people in the more developed
fields and leisure
parts of the town. These also will
facilities)
provide habitats for native species
• Protection from climate
and the opportunity to support
change impacts
greater biodiversity. Projects are also
suggested for sports development,
green space management, and the provision of more allotments and cemetery
space. These proposals also provide essential material for grant applications to the
Coastal Community Fund and other sources of support.

How we responded: We have

You said: on Culture, Leisure,
Health and Well-being…

included policies that encourage
the development of new and
existing cultural facilities, protect
existing venues from harm and
support the acquisition of cultural
expertise to inform major projects.
The Plan also supports the
retention of the town's Community
Hospital through regeneration of
the site to include better and wider
medical
and healthcare facilities.

• A better sense of community
• More leisure facilities
• Facilities and services for
young people
• More facilities for people with
disabilities
• Sites for higher quality
medical and care facilities

How we responded: Good
transport and cycle/footpath
links help neighbourhoods to
thrive so we have included
policies that strengthen links
between bus, cycle and
pedestrian routes, local
facilities and the town centre,
and a proposal for a
sustainable transport scheme
for the town centre to make it
more useable and attractive.

…and on Transport and
Connectivity:
• Safer cycle and pedestrian
routes
• Better public transport
• Improved car parking
arrangements
• Protection from climate change
impacts
• Improved connectivity with local

How we responded: Lots of
…and on Design:
• Need for high standards of design
that respects Falmouth’s setting and
its heritage
• Ensure new development respects
street patterns, the scale of
surrounding buildings, and uses
local materials
• Retain existing trees and hedging
• Improve open spaces and public
Redevelopments to match scale and
character of the town
• c areas

design guidance already
exists, both nationally and in
Cornwall, so we included
policies to ensure that new
development takes these
into account. We also said
that developers must show
how their schemes fit in
with the locally distinctive
character of the town, how
they avoid harming our
historic environment, and
how they respond to the
specific features protected

by Falmouth’s Conservation Area. If a view, or ‘vista’ is likely to be affected by a new
development, there is a policy in the draft Plan requiring developers to examine the
impact their scheme would have, and making it clear that any harm will lead to the
refusal of planning permission.

The Vision for Falmouth

The underlying aim of all these policies is to deliver the vision for Falmouth
that your feedback suggested, that:
‘In 2030, Falmouth will be a distinctive, vibrant, resilient, inclusive and well
balanced, attractive sea-port town. It will form the sustainable social and
economic heart of the wider Falmouth/Penryn Community Network, serving
an important strategic role in enabling Cornwall’s economy to reach its full
potential, and responding effectively to climate change’.

What do you think?

The formal consultation for residents is open until Friday 17th
February 2017, so please submit your comments through our
website - www.planforfalmouth.info - or by completing a form
at The Library or Town Council Offices in the Municipal
Buildings on The Moor as soon as possible
before then.

What happens next?
After the formal consultation period, the
Stakeholder Group and the Town Council
will review the Plan in the light of the
comments received and adjust it as
necessary. Cornwall Council will check it to
ensure that it meets the relevant legal
requirements and complies with national
and local planning rules. An independent
inspector will then ensure that the Plan is fit
for purpose and when it is returned to
Falmouth Town Council, those of who have
registered to vote in national and local
elections will be able to take part in a
referendum. That’s when you need to vote
YES! if you want the Falmouth
Neighbourhood Plan to carry weight and
have legal authority when Cornwall Council
makes future planning decisions.

Please do comment on this draft Plan so that we can make sure it’s well-balanced
and represents the views of the widest cross-section of our diverse community.
We fully appreciate that aspects of the Plan may not meet with everyone's approval,
but believe the positive parts far outweigh any negatives. Without the Plan, the
negatives will still happen, but we would also lose the opportunity to manage
housing provision, protect green spaces and control the town's growth in a manner
that benefits the whole community.
We encourage all residents to join in with this consultation process, submit their
comments, help to make the final Plan the best it can be and vote YES in the
referendum to secure the best possible future for our very special town.

We would love to hear positive thoughts on the Plan and
your ideas for any improvements!

Please comment by Friday 17th February 2017
Use our website: www.planforfalmouth.info, where you
can find the Plan and a form to comment.
Or see the Plan and complete a form available at The
Library and Town Council Offices in the Municipal Buildings
on The Moor.
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